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he became Lucasian professor at
Cambridge, and the following
year was awarded the Nobel prize
for physics. In 1936 he deduced
the existence of the positron, and
in 1939 received the Royal
Society's medal for his Principles
of Quantum Mechanics which re-
volutionised the approach to the
subject.

Dirae. In classical mythology,
one of the names under which the
Eumenides (q.v.) were known to
the Romans.

Dirce (Gr. Dirke). In Greek
mythology, wife of Lycus, king of
Thebes. For her cruel persecution
of Lycus's former wife, Antiope, the
children of the latter, Amphion
(q.v.) and Zethus, when they
reached manhood, besieged
Thebes, killed Lycus, and tied
Dirce to a bull. Pron. Dir-see.

Direct Action. Term used by
the French syndicalists to imply
that the industrial strike is pre-
ferable to the slower constitu-
tional method of obtaining change
through political action at the polls
and in parliament. Direct action
was favoured by a section of the
British trade unions in 1918, but
in 1920 an overwhelming majority
of the Trades Union Congress (q.v.)
rejected it in favour of constitu-
tional methods. Later that year,
however, a council of action was
set up to employ direct action to
influence the British government's
policy towards Bolshevist Russia.
In May, 1926, the T.U.C. called a
general strike in an effort to compel
the government to intervene in
favour of the miners. This was
unsuccessful, and direct action of
this type was made illegal by the
Trade Disputes and Trade Unions
Act, 1927, repealed 1946. See
Trade Disputes Acts.

Direction Finding. Applica-
tion of radio communication to the
determination of the position of a
ship or aircraft relative to one or
more known points. Various
systems are all based upon two
fundamental principles : (1) radio
waves travel through space with
the same velocity as light waves ;
(2) maximum signal voltage is
generated in a vertical loop or
frame aerial when the plane of
the aerial is parallel to the
direction of travel of the radio
waves, and zero voltage is
generated when the plane of the
aerial is at right angles to the
path of the radio waves. In its
simplest form a direction finder
consists of a receiving set con-
nected to a frame aerial capable
of rotation about a vertical axis.
Transmitting stations, or radio

beacons, send out a given signal
at regular intervals on a specific
wavelength.

Rotation of the frame aerial
of the receiving set to a position
of either maximum or minimum
signal strength gives the direction
of the transmitters. The rate of
change of signal strength with
rotation being much greater at
the minimum position than at the
maximum, the setting for mini-
mum signal strength is invariably
used in practical D.F. navigation.
When the position of minimum
intensity is found, the plane of
the aerial is in line with the
direction of the transmitting
station. By linking the frame
aerial with a scale marked off in
degrees, to read zero when the
plane of the aerial is at right
angles to the geographical meri-
dian, the minimum position pro-
vides a direct indication of the
bearings of the transmitting
station. When the bearings of
two or more transmitting stations
have been plotted on a chart,
the position of the direction
finder can be established relative
to the known positions of the
transmitting stations. The latest
types of D.F. installation provide
bearing determinations to an
accuracy of less than one degree.

Direction finding apparatus may
be fitted with the cathode ray
oscillograph to give direct and
visual readings on a fluorescent
screen when atmospheric electri-
city renders sound signals in-
audible. See also Radar.

Directoire Style. Simplified
form of decoration which preceded
the empire style in France. It
marked a reaction in taste from the
18th century modes. The name
was used when France was under
the Directory (q.v.).

Director (Lat. dirigere, to
direct). One who holds a govern-
ing administrative position. In
English company law the word
has a special meaning. A director
is appointed under the articles
of association to manage the affairs
of a company. The directors must
act as a body, and the decision of
the majority is final. Their powers
to act for the company are set out
under its articles. Usually, al-
though it is not legally necessary,
they must have a certain financial
qualification, -and are liable for
gross negligence in the discharge of
their duties and for breach of trust.

Directorium OR OBX>O. Latin
name for a calendar issued
annually by the bishops of the
R. C. Church to their clergy.
Printed in Latin, it contains the

necessary information for the daily
services of the Mass and the
Breviary. In the early Middle
Ages few rubrics were written
down, and instructions for the
order of service were in the main
oral. By the llth century a
written ordinal of Sarum (Salis-
bury) came into use in England,
and from the ordinal came the
direetorium or pye (pica sarum), as
it was called in England before the
Reformation. As the breviary then
consisted of four separate books,
some guide as to its use was neces-
sary. The general direetorium for
the Church of England is contained
in the various tables and instruc-
tions at the beginning of the Book
of Common Prayer. See Calendar.
Director of Public Prosecu-
tions. British official, appointed
by the home secretary. It is his
duty, under the attorney-general,
to institute criminal proceedings
and assist the police in conducting
them. The great majority of public
prosecutions are begun by the
police, but the director must
prosecute where the offence is
punishable by death, or where he
is ordered to do so by the attor-
ney-general or home secretary.
Directory, THE (Fr. Le Direc-
toire). Committee of five who
governed France from 1795 to 1799.
In 1795 it was resolved to frame a
new constitution, and this provided
for a legislative assembly of two
houses, and for the actual work of
government by five directors. They
were chosen by the council of
ancients, the upper house of the
assembly, from a list of 50 persons
elected by the 500 members of the
lower house. One was to retire each
year. The National Convention was
dissolved and the five chosen.. The
first five were Rewbell, Barras,
La Revelliere-Lepeaux, Carnot,
and Letourneur. They divided
the various departments between
them, their headquarters being
in the Luxembourg. The estab-
lishment of the Directory aroused
opposition, which was crushed by
Bonaparte. The new government
created a slight feeling of
security, while its credit was
enhanced by military successes,
due in part to Carnot's organizing
genius. But differences soon ap-
peared among the directors, and on
18 Fructidor, 5 (Sept. 4, 1797),
Rewbell and two acting with him
managed, by a coup d'6tat, to get
rid of Carnot and Barthelemy, his
sole supporter among the five, who
had taken the place of Letourneur.
The legislative assembly did as
the three directors wished, and a
new reign of terror began. Mean-